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SUB J : SECURITY SITUATION ALONG INDIAN BORDER 
REF: NEW DELHI 786 

1. BELIEVE REFTEL OVERSTATES THE CASE A LITTLE IN DESCRIBING 
BURMESE MILITARY ACTIVITY IN BORDER REGION AS "COOPERATING' 1 WITH 
GOI AGAINST NAGAS. EXCEPT IN THE CONTEXT OF JOINTLY PROVIDING 
SECURITY FOR WORK OF BURMESE-INDIAN BORDER DEMARCATION COMMISSION, 
GUB HAS AVOIDED MILITARY COOPERATION WITH INDIAN ALONG BORDER AND 
ACCORDING TO INDIAN MILITARY ATTACHE HERE HAS REJECTED SPECIFIC 
PROPOSALS, INCLUDING THINGYUAS INNOCUOUS AS COMMUNICATION CHECKS. 
IT DOES SOMETIMES OPERATE ON BURMESE SIDE OF THE BORDER IN A MANNER 
WHICH DE FACTO PROVIDES SOME SUPPORT TO INDIAN EFFORTS TO SUPPRESS 
INSURGENCY, BUT WE SURMISE ANY SUCH SUPPORT IS BY ACCIDENT RATHER 
THAN BY DESIGN. 

2. OUR INFORMATION ON THE BORDER AREAS ADJOINING INDIA IS FRAG- 
MENTARY, BUT WE SUSPECT THE INDIAN OFFICIAL QUOTED REFTEL IS 
CORRECT IN HIS ASSESSMENT THAT THERE IS NO EFFECTIVE ADMINISTRA- 
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TION IN MUCH OF THE AREA. IT IS SIGNIFICANT, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT 
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DESPITE AN ALL-OUT EFFORT LAST JANUARY TO OBTAIN MAXIMUM ELECTION 
TURN-OUT, THE ONLY CONSTITUENCY IN THE COUNTRY WHICH WAS UNABLE 
TO MUSTER THE REQUIRED MAJORITY PARTICIPATION WAS ONE OF THE TWO 
IN PALETWA TOWNSHIP (ARAKAN HILL TRACTS). SMUGGLING IS ENDEMIC 
ALONG INDIAN AND BENGALEE BORDERS (THOUGH NO MORE SO THAN THAI 
BORDER), AND OUR IMPRESSION IS THAT BANDITRY IS PREVALENT. AT 
SAME TIME, NO LARGE-SCALE ORGANIZED INSURGENCY SEEMS TO EXIST ON 
BURMESE SIDE OF BORDER, ALTHOUGH SIZEABLE MIZO AND NAGA BANDS DO 
PENETRATE FROM INDIAN TERRITORY. GUB NORMALLY MAINTAINS APPROXI- 
MATELY THREE BATTALIONS ALONG ENTIRE WESTERN FRONTIER, WHOLLY 
INADEQUATE TO PROVIDE SECURITY. 

OSBORN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COMBAT OPERATIONS, BORDER INCIDENTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 24 JAN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975RANG0000200 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750026-1058 
From: RANGOON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 97501 23/aaaaatqt.tel 

Line Count: 73 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 NEW DELHI 786 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <07 JUL 2003 by KelleyW0>; APPROVED <12 NOV 2003 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SECURITY SITUATION ALONG INDIAN BORDER 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, PFOR, IN, BM 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



